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The hardest thing was that,

Quite early on, a seed was planted
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And that seed was her voice
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And her instinct was telling her

That in order to be honest in classical ballet
She needed answers
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But she realised that even if the question ‘why’ was allowed
It didn’t trigger an answer
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So from there you had two choices.
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One, do quietly and obediently as you were told
But for her this was not an option

ToOHIE, BOTEZEROTHTZ L,

Or secondly you just go and search for your own answers
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Krishna is identified by certain features
In most of the paintings you see him in blue colour
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He is dark and beautiful
He has long curly hair, no beard
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So for me like, growing up, | remember

Being in a situation where | felt quite uncomfortable
Because | was losing my hair
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So the first thing | thought ...
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Was how, now, do | do classical, Indian dance

How do I portray the essence of Krishna
Without looking like Krishna
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And | remember looking at myself in a mirror

And you know, when you are convinced by those cheap adverts on TV...

If you get this black hair spray
And when you have a bald patch, you can cover it
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And so | remember looking at this TV-advert
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And going “okay | am going to get this

Because | need to do kathak

And I need to convince people
That | can do kathak”
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| felt as if I was going to be thrown out

Of the classical world
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And so | remember being in a dilemma..

It was the first time
| was starting to play a character
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And for me there is a difference

In the sense that you have a choice

Everything is about choices
And for me there were two choices
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The choice was do | try to portray myself as Krishna
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How do you do that?

| pretend to have long hair

using this bloody cheap hair spray,
That was one way...
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And the other choice was
Could I play Krishna
By finding Krishna deep within me
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So do | go towards the image

That people imagine Krishna to be
Or do I go into myself to find Krishna
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And after struggling for so many years
and realising | could never be the beautiful image that people have
The most classical image of Krishna
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| felt 1 was going to be a monster
So | decided to go that way
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But to be honest with you

| think, what | consider to be a monster
Is the very essence of what actually Krishna is about
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So for me Krishna was within, the monster within me
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Akram, | think you are a beautiful, bald Krishna
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Thank you, Sylvie, you too

| mean not that you are bald
But you are beautiful too, and very tall
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| wanted to learn Italian.

And I looked to find the best way to do it.
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| tried many things
But it didn’t work
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So | had to find another way
Which was the way of the kid?
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I ended up in this small library in Milano
And | found a little book, a kids book

Fr—U—+TTTUDR,
HLICB > TR,
ZL T, KU AT

And it was Charlie Brown
| just bought one to try it
And I loved it ...
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It was funny and intelligent

And it was everyday language, very useful when you want to learn one..
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The characters were great
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And there was this little girl
Only one, two years old, which I liked very much
She was called Sally..
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That’s what they used to call me
When | was taking English classes
Instead of Sylvie they called me Sally
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Do you know how they called me ?
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Yes, do you know what it means ?
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You told me but I don’t  remember
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It means beautiful...
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Anyway.
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..50 you see Sally with a rope
She is jumping around like that...skipping,
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And she looked very happy,

With hair like that and with a big smile,
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And then suddenly she stops

And she cries and cries
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And Charlie Brown comes to her and asks

‘What happened, Sally, what happened to you ?’
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and she answers : ‘Well, | was fine, you know
but suddenly everything became so futile’
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And when | read that, | said | sometimes feel like that

So why | feel like that, | don’t know
But I guess | know, because what | do
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Itis fine, and | love doing it

But is it really important?
Is it really necessary?

LN Vo T

BV ICEFAL THTWHNO 2
ETNTHNDO? ZEHLTEWVD?
With what there is around you

Can you just dance and be happy to dance?
Can you do that ?
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And then you think: it’s the story of the balance,
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The right and the wrong, and which side you choose,
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So, what | do is not wrong, it is not negative

So if it is not negative, it is positive.

Voila.
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Akram, you know, what | like?
is that | discover
That | still have the ability to be...
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To be impressed in a positive way
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Inspired?
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No, it is not only inspired,
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It is just being able to realise

When something is simply beautiful
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And being really ... émerveillé
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you don’t know that word
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excited ?
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No, like a kid, when you give him,
Something he wanted for a long time
Even something simple, like a skipping rope or a dog....
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No, even better: the eyes of a kid in front of a Christmas Tree...he is emerveillé
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And | can still feel that

And | hope that | am going to keep these big emotions
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And that there are still a lot of things

That can make your eyes watery and shining

ﬁﬁ#@:...

At the same time...
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| don’t want to be blasé

| want to be émerveillé
Do you know what | mean?
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NO.
And by the way didn t get the Christams tree story, because | was brought up muslim....
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How do you say it by the way?
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